Cressida Connolly

Polly Samson’s new collection of short sto-
ries, Perfect Lives (Virago, £15.99) is ter-
rific. Funny, beautifully observed and often
poignant, they’re the best thing Samson has
produced yet. Whether she’s recording the
minutiae of modern marriage or the flora
and fauna of a riverbank, this is a writer
who misses nothing.



